Seed Treatment Protocol
1. De-hull seeds manually under aseptic conditions.

2. Soak seeds in 1% sodium hypochlorite (20% Clorox®) for 1 to 2 hours under aseptic conditions.

3. Follow with several rinses of water until the bleach odor is not apparent.

4. Before disposal, hulls and seed envelopes should be either sterilized by autoclaving (preferred) or by soaking in a 20% Clorox® solution for 1 to 2 hours.

Test for Fungus or Bacteria

Agar Method

This consists of germinating de-hulled seeds on potato dextrose agar or Wakimoto’s medium* and observing them for the growth of fungus or bacteria. If any growth is observed, those seeds should then be discarded and the remaining seeds from that lot should be treated as above.

*Wakimoto’s medium formulation is available in Karganilla, A., M. Paris-Natural, and S.H. Ou. 1973. A comparative study of culture media for Xanthomonas oryzae. Philipp. Agric. 57:141–152.

